
By Delania Raney
Th e Weekly News

GAINESVILLE – Residents 
turned out Monday, August 10 
at Gainesville Civic Center for 
a discussion on the Gainesville 
City Council’s decision to re-
move a Confederate monument 
from Leonard Park. Mayor Jim 
Goldsworthy led the discussion 
which included audience input 
on both sides of the issue.
 Goldsworthy said the July 14 
resolution to remove the statue 
came after a series of meetings 
with community leaders and 
others to determine the best 
course for the memorial which 
has stood in the city’s park for 
more than 100 years.  
 Th e goal was a “civil dialogue,” 
Goldsworthy said. “Let me 
frame this up… We [met with] 
Dr. [Des] Stewart, Judge [Jason]
Brinkley and [City Manager] 
Barry Sullivan at the George 
Floyd tribute in a 24-hour period 
in a crazy world…. He said he 
asked his fellow leaders to “get 

ahead of the narrative of crazi-
ness in our country and let’s talk 
about Gainesville, Texas…”

 He also quoted a selection 
from the Cornerstone speech 
deliver by Confederate vice-pres-

ident Alexander H. Stephens in 
the 1860s.
 In his remarks, Stephens noted 
Th omas Jeff erson and others had 
espoused beliefs that “the en-
slavement of the African was in 
violation of the laws of nature.”
 Stephens, however, opposed 
this belief and said in his speech 
on the Confederacy, “Our new 
government is founded upon 
exactly the opposite idea; its 
foundations are laid, its corner-
stone rests, upon the great truth 
that the negro is not equal to the 
white man; that slavery subordi-
nation to the superior race is his 
natural and normal condition.” 
 “Th at’s a problem in 2020 in 
Gainesville, Texas,” Goldsworthy 
said. He also said he hoped for an 
end to the protests.
 “When I saw our police of-
fi cers being assaulted by crazy 
people from out of town, I took 
great off ense to that,” Goldswor-
thy added.
 Th e council vote to remove 
the statue at Leonard Park is not 
without controversy but Gold-
sworthy said the decision ad-
hered to the democratic process, 
the meeting was duly posted and 
he felt it was in the best interest 
of the community to proceed 
with a discussion and vote on the 
issue.
 At times the dialogue was in-
terrupted by voices of dissension 
on both sides but was largely civ-
il.
 Participants in the meeting 
also discussed the value of civil 
protests.
 “I’m a historian also and I 
know protests work,” Dr. Pat 
Ledbetter said. “Protests are a 
proud tradition in America…. 
But sometimes when we’re
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Town

by Grice King

 I am so glad that sports are 
back on TV. Sounds selfi sh 
but I am amazed at the small 
sense of normalcy televised 
sports brings to our house-
hold. Nikki and I are avid 
Dallas Stars fans so with them 
in the playoff s right now, it’s 
been a very nice distraction 
for all the negative global 
pandemic news. Now while 
she really only gets behind 
hockey, I love all sports so 
getting to watch the Dallas 
Mavericks make an attempt 
at a deep playoff  run excites 
me as well. Should be fun and 
hopefully our local pro teams 
can bring back some trophies! 
Maybe it is the start of good 
things to come. 

 Hope all those kids starting 
school this week stay safe and 
study hard! 

 Here is some more of what’s 
happening around town this 
week.

++++++++

 Have you had a chance to 
see the new Gainesville Fire 
Station #3? Well on Septem-
ber 11 you are invited to their 
Ribbon Cutting and Opening 
Ceremony. Th e ceremony will 
start at 9:00 am. Th ey will 
have refreshments and a tour 
of the new facility. Th e brand-
new Fire Station is located at 
308 Culberson Street here in 
Gainesville. See you there.

++++++++

 Just a reminder, VISTO 
plans to be a free hot spot for 
internet to aid with school 
age children who need access 
to internet for classes and may 
not have access at home. Th e 
Wi-Fi will be available from 
the parking lot and spaces 
are available inside. Just give 
Bekki Jones a call if you have 
questions at 940-668-6403.

++++++++

 Save the Date for “We 
Honor Veterans” Benefi t Fair 
set for October 3 from 10:00 
am to 2:00 pm at the Civic 
Center in Gainesville. Meet 
and learn from dozens of 
North Texas Organizations 
that support and serve Vet-
erans. Th is is for all Veterans, 
Surviving Spouses and De-
pendents. 

Commissioners Vote to

Keep Confederate Statue

By Delania Raney
Th e Weekly News

COOKE COUNTY - Th e death 
count from the COVID-19 vi-
rus remain at fi ve as of Friday, 
August 14. Information released 
by the Cooke County Pandemic 
information page, indicates there 
are 25 active COVID-19 cases 
and a total of 263 cases.. Most 
of the cases which have been 
reported are in Gainesville and 
eight have been reported in un-

incorporated areas of the county. 
Sixteen women and eight men 
are current active COVID-19 
cases as of Friday.
 Th e Texas Department of State 
Health Services notes on its web-
site, there have been 9,983 state-
wide deaths due to COVID-19 
and daily new cases are at 6,204 
with 535,042 total cases re-
ported. Harris County leads the 
state with 91,698 cases reported 
followed by Dallas County with 
58,067.

 Th e following contains TD-
SHS website information on 
COVID cases reported in nearby 
counties as of Monday, August 
17. Denton County has had 
8,300 cases. Grayson County re-
ported 1,260 positive cases. Wise 
County has reported 536 cases. 
Montague County has reported 
86cases.  In Love County, Okla-
homa the number of cases is 82, 
according to information from 
the Oklahoma State Department 
of Health.

Local COVID-19 Update

By Delania Raney
Th e Weekly News

GAINESVILLE - Cooke County 
Commissioners voted during a 
special called meeting Monday, 
August 17 to leave the Confed-
erate monument at the Cooke 
County Courthouse. Th e vote 
was 4-1 with Cooke County 
Judge Jason Brinkley casting 
the opposing vote. He said he’d 
prefer the item be placed on a 
non-binding referendum so vot-
ers could voice their opinion on 
the fate of the statue which has 
stood on the courthouse lawn for 
more than 100 years. Had the 
referendum been placed on the 
November ballot, commissioners 
would still have had the fi nal vote 
on the statue issue.
 Commissioners discussed the 
statue following a public com-
ment segment which was limited 
to one hour. Twenty-six partici-
pants signed up to speak. Not all 
of them dialed in or were present. 
Each person who addressed the 
court was limited to two minutes 
and 20 seconds of time.
 “I’ll start by saying this has 
obviously been a very emotional 
issue for me and our commu-
nity,” Brinkley said. “I have been 

county judge for six years. Th is 
issue has probably generated 
more phone calls and emails, 
there’s no probably about it, this 
has generated more phone calls 
and emails than any other issue 
that has come across my desk by 
far, and it’s very unfortunate that 

it’s dividing our county. Cooke 
County is a great place to live 
and work and raise a family and 
we have many great people but 
[the Confederate statue] issue is 
bringing up the worst in people 
in a lot of ways and while we can 
have diff erences of opinion we 

should be able to do so without 
being disrespectful to each oth-
er… the monument should not 
be the rock by which this com-
munity is broken.”
 He said he hopes everyone 
can put their opinions away and

(Continued on Page 6)

Gainesville Mayor Holds 
Discussion on Monument

Commissioners Vote on Confederate Monu-
ment - Cooke County Commissioners held a 
special meeting August 17 to decide whether or 
not to remove a Confederate monument from the 
courthouse square. Each commissioner, Judge 
Jason Brinkley and approximately 26 other indi-
viduals addressed the issue prior to a 4-1 vote to 
keep the statue where it stands. Brinkley, who said 
he’d prefer to place the statue’s future on a non-
binding referendum in November, cast the sole 
dissenting vote.        (The Weekly News  Photos)  
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CCAD Discusses Budget, 

Most Recent Audit
GAINESVILLE – Cooke 
County Appraisal Dis-
trict Board of Directors 
discussed the 2020-2021 
budget during its regular 
August 12, 2020 meet-
ing at the organization’s 
offi  ces at 201 North 
Dixon Street in Gaines-
ville. Board president Joe 
Knight noted the apprais-
al review board has had a 
“lot of activity” and said 
the budget has increased 
for 2020-2021.
 Chief Appraiser Doug 
Smithson said a main 
increase in the budget is 
for the Appraisal Revue 
Board. “We have a third 
more ARB hearings… 
and unfortunately the 
budget is up about one 
percent,” he said, adding 
the district tries to keep 
the budget “as tight as 
possible.”
 He also noted costs for 
taxing entities is basically 
the same as in the previ-
ous appraisal district bud-
get.
 Board members ap-
proved the budget unani-
mously.
 Th e board also reviewed 
and approved previous 
meeting minutes along 
with payment of bills and 
fi nancial statements.
 Smithson said among 
the bills are costs for soft-
ware maintenance paid 
on a quarterly basis, the 
costs of mailing appraisal 
notices and a bill for air 
conditioner maintenance.
 Smithson said the dis-
trict has approximately 
170 accounts still un-
der review out of 4,100 
accounts. ARB hear-
ings were scheduled for 
Tuesday August 18 and 
Wednesday August 19.
  Dan Tonn CPA pre-
sented the audit for 2019. 
He said his organization 
completed its audit in July. 
Th e board unanimously 
approved the audit.
 “Th e district had a good 
year fi nancially,” Tonn 
said. “I think you’ll see 
that as we go through the 
actual numbers.”
 Tonn said most long 
term debt for the district 
“is related to the pension 
plan.”
 “You ended the year 
with right at $485,000 of 
fund balance which is a 
healthy amount,” he said. 
“Total assets of $854,000 
which is mostly in cash 

investments. You can see 
you had $711,00 in cash; 
$129,000 in certifi cates of 
deposit.”
 Liabilities included un-
earned revenues – monies 
the taxing entities paid in 
December 2019 for next 
year’s allocation, he said. 
Th e district bills the enti-
ties to ensure the district 
has working capital to be-
gin the year and most of 
the entities had paid that 
fi rst quarter billing, Tonn 
said. 
 He said the district had 
expenditures at $1.7 mil-
lion and the organization 
“basically broke even.”
 Capital assets for the 
district including land, 
the CCAD building, 
equipment, furniture and 
vehicles net with depreci-
ation for about $259,000-
$260,000.
 With non-current li-
ability including pension 
liability and compensated 
absences (paid time off ) 
the district’s net position 
is $496,000.
 Tonn also noted the 
district had a diffi  cult year 
“pension wise.”
 “You may remember 
that 2018 was not a good 
year for investments,” he 
said. “Th ere was basically 
a pretty signifi cant crash 
in the market in Decem-
ber of 2018. It recovered 
fairly quickly but it hap-
pened fairly late in De-
cember of ’18 and so the 
recovery will be in ’19. So 
I expect the numbers will 

look much better when 
we get the numbers for 
‘19.”
 Th e report also con-
tained information on 
the district’s deposits and 
investments, Tonn said. 
“You’ve got about $1.2 
million total in those.”
 He also said the pen-
sion liability went from 
$165,000 [at the begin-
ning of the fi scal year] to 
$626,000 at the end of 
the year, adding the total 
is a projection over 25 
years. “So you can’t really 
jput a lot of stock in that 
number on an annual ba-
sis.”
 Compensated absences 
are about $41,000, Tonn 
said. Compensated ab-
sences are unused vaca-
tion and comp time, he 
noted.
 Th e board also ap-
proved the 2021 budget, 
and the 2021-2022 reap-
praisal plan.
 In addition, the board 
voted to remove former 
board president Jason 
Snuggs from bank deposi-
tory signature cards.
 In his chief appraiser 
report Smithson said, “It 
has been a busy year.”
 He said 179 cases 
have been heard by the 
ARB compared to 91 in 
2019. 
 “Grateful for the team 
I have to get it all done,” 
he said. He also added he’s 
seeing land prices rise sig-
nifi cantly. He said it’s not 
unusual for land that once 

sold for $4,500 an acre to 
net in 50-acre acres tracts 
$7,000 to $8,000 an acre.
 Th ere were no public 
comments.
 Chief Appraiser Doug 
Smithson said his report 
included what is required 
of each appraisal district 
to perform a reappraisal 
plan every two years.
 “Th is is something be-
cause of Senate bill 1652, 
and to kind of give ideas 
as to what areas that we 
are going to reappraise. 
And we have to have the 
open forum part of it. 
But our main thing is a 
rotation basis about the 
county every two or three 
years and kind of the areas 
that we are going to reap-
praise. Reports are sent 
to various taxing entities, 
Smithson said.
 He also said the reap-
praisal allows CCAD of-
fi cials to inspect proper-
ties “But we also allow a 
reanalysis on all properties 
every year because what 
the market is doing is it 
changes. You set and wait 
two or three years to reap-
praise and you’re going to 
be behind the curve and 
you have to make signifi -
cant increases all at once.”
 No action was taken 
on the report and no one 
made comments during 
the public hearing.
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Mary Jean McElreath

Services
 Graveside services will be 
held for Mary Jean McEl-
reath at 10:00am on August 
17 at the Morrow Family 
Cemetery north of Muen-
ster.  Due to virus precau-
tions, there will be no in-
door services preceding 
the burial. Mary Jean died 
peacefully on August 12, her 
87th birthday, after a battle 
with dementia.
History
 Th ose who knew Mary 
Jean remember she was 
happiest in the kitchen.  
She loved holidays, and 
she loved baking.  October 
meant homemade popcorn 
balls for trick-or-treaters.  
December was spent mak-
ing assorted homemade can-
dies for friends and neigh-
bors.  Th e rest of the year 
was fi lled with elaborately 
decorated birthday cakes, 
plus the occasional wedding 
or anniversary cake.  Most 
of all, people remember 
Mary Jean for her decorated 
sugar cookies, which were 
often seen at parties, events, 
and bake sales in Muenster 
and Gainesville. 
 Mary Jean Ingram was 
born August 12, 1933, near 
Pilot Point, Texas. When 

she was an infant, her Un-
cle Ed held her in his arms 
and called her “precious.”  
It was a word her two-year 
old sister Helen could not 
pronounce, and it came out 
as “peppy.”  Th e name stuck 
– for life.  Mary Jean’s nick-
name became Peppy for the 
entire Ingram family. 
 When Helen was old 
enough to start school, 
Mary Jean threw a tantrum.  
If Helen could go to school, 
why couldn’t she?  Th e rules 
were a little looser in those 
days, and the teacher told 
her mother, “If she wants to 
go to school that badly, then 
let her tag along.”  She did, 
and it gave her a big head 
start in life.  She went on 
to graduate as valedictorian 
of Collinsville High School 
at age 16, and from there, 
she studied business and 
accounting at North Texas 
State College (now the Uni-
versity of North Texas).
 Mary Jean married Austin 
Grady McElreath on Sep-
tember 25, 1952, and she 
moved into a farmhouse 
north of Muenster that 
would be her home for more 
than 60 years. Th ough she 
had grown up in a family 
with a long Methodist tra-
dition, she left to join her 
husband’s church, Marys-
ville Baptist.  She was active 
there throughout her adult 
life and relished her role as 
a children’s Sunday School 
teacher.
 Soon after she married 
Grady, she put her account-
ing skills to use in the busi-
ness offi  ce at the Linda Jo 
Shoe Company in Gaines-
ville.  She worked there un-
til the mid-1960s when she 
left to start a family. Her 
last year was spent training 

a male replacement for her 
job.  He was hired at twice 
her salary.  It was an indigni-
ty of that era that she never 
forgot. 
 After her son Brent was 
born, she never returned to 
full-time employment. In 
addition to her baking hob-
by, she focused her time on 
activities that were impor-
tant to her.  In the 1970s, 
she served as a precinct 
chairman for northwest 
Cooke County until the 
voting precincts eventually 
merged in Muenster.
 Mary Jean was also an 
involved room mother in 
Muenster Public Schools.  
One morning after Brent 
left for school, the phone 
rang.  A desperate principal 
was calling in a pinch. He 
needed a substitute teacher 
that day, and none of his 
regulars were available.  
Mary Jean had found a new 
calling.  She spent years after 
that working as a substitute 
teacher and enjoyed every 
minute of it.
 Another call for help came 
in the 1980s. Juanita Bright 
was leaving her board seat 
with the Cooke County 
Heritage Society and want-
ed Mary Jean to replace her.  
Another chapter in Mary 
Jean’s life began.  In this new 
role, she became an active 
fundraiser for the Morton 
Museum and for the resto-
ration of the Santa Fe Depot 
in Gainesville.  Her work 
with the Cooke County 
Heritage Society continued 
through the 1990s.  Mary 
Jean eventually tapped Mary 
Bartush to replace her on the 
board, and she was always so 
proud of Mary’s dedication 
and hard work in that role.
After Mary Jean’s husband 

Grady died, she scaled back 
her activities, though she 
still volunteered her time 
at the Muenster Museum, 
at Germanfest, and as a 
children’s Sunday School 
teacher.  As her mobility and 
eyesight declined, Mary Jean 
relocated to Wheeler Place 
in Gainesville and later to a 
memory care facility at Wes-
ley Oaks.
Survivors
 Mary Jean was preceded 
in death by her father O.C. 
Ingram in 1985, her mother 
Velma Ingram in 1995, her 
husband Grady in 2002, an 
older sister Mildred Land-
ers in 2007, and her closest 
and dearest friend Melba 
Ramsey in 2018. 
 Survivors include her son 
Brent of Marblehead, Mas-
sachusetts, her sister Helen 
Taylor of Collinsville, and 
17 nieces and nephews.
Donations
 In lieu of fl owers the fami-
ly requests that donations be 
made to the Morrow Family 
Cemetery Fund c/o Peggy 
Sparkman, 101 Bezner 
Street, Lindsay, TX 76250.
 You may sign the online 
registry at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Billy Joe Devers

Services
 Funeral services for Billy 
Joe Devers, 75, of Valley 
View, are set for 11:00 AM 
Friday, August 14, 2020 at 
the Immaculate Conception 
Catholic Church in Denton 
with the Rev. Tim Th omp-
son offi  ciating and Deacon 
Barry Sweedon assisting. 
Burial will follow in the Val-
ley View Cemetery under 
the direction of the Geo. 
J. Carroll & Son Funeral 
Home. A rosary followed by 
a visitation will be held at 
6:00 PM Th ursday, August 
13, 2020 at the Geo. J. Car-
roll & Son Funeral Home. 
History
 Billy was born on June 26, 
1945 in Gainesville to Joe R. 
Devers and Adeline Sophie 
(Knabe) Devers. He passed 
away on August 10, 2020 in 
Greenville.
 Billy married Margie 
Hesse at Sacred Heart Cath-
olic Church in Muenster on 
June 14, 1975. He served in 
the U.S. Army during Viet-
nam from 1967-1968.
 About a year after Billy 
and Margie were married, 
he joined his dad, Joe De-
vers, in the dairy business. 
As the family grew, they 
built a house on the farm, 3 
miles south of Valley View, 
the place where Billy grew 
up. Billy always enjoyed 
the work, which allowed 
him to be his own boss and 
enjoy the fresh country air. 
Th e daily routine of morn-

ing and evening milking was 
the framework for the end-
less jobs necessary in main-
taining the constant fl ow of 
milk which the AMPI trucks 
demanded daily. Plowing, 
planting and harvesting the 
hay, equipment breakdowns 
which required knowledge, 
experience and skill to re-
pair, all of which were con-
tained in his memory and 
in his hands (and sometimes 
in the John Deere tractor 
manual) was his expertise. 
Freezing cold winters, rain, 
blistering summers never 
deterred him from his work. 
He had a family to support 
and in turn as they grew 
older, his children learned 
the routine of the farm help-
ing their dad milk the cows, 
feed the calves, and taking 
on some of the farm work 
as best they could. Billy 
was a jack of all trades and 
master of many. He had a 
natural inclination toward 
anything mechanical. He 
could overhaul a tractor en-
gine, shingle a roof (which 
he did himself many times, 
and over the course of the 
years), maintain and run a 
chainsaw like a lumberjack, 
and do just about anything 
that needed to be done. He 
would fi nd a way to get the 
job done.
 In 1998 the dairy was 
sold, and Billy found em-
ployment working as a 
ranch maintenance “expert”. 
Expert referring to the fact 
that most anything he en-
countered on the job, he had 
a solution for. After years 
of experience on the farm, 
there weren’t many chal-
lenges on the ranch that he 
hadn’t encountered before 
on his own farm on Lone 
Oak Road.
 Billy was a kind, hon-
est, and faithful man who 
loved his family and above 
all, who loved his God, the 
Lord, Jesus Christ. He was 
a diligent, persevering soul 
who was an example to us 
to never give up, and to 
keep on trying even through 
trials, fi re and disappoint-
ments. We will miss him, 
but there is a part of him 
in each of us, in our hearts, 
that will remain forever.
Survivors
 Billy is survived by his 
wife Margie Devers of Val-
ley View; son Jason Devers 
of Sherman; daughter Diana 
Roberts of Corvallis, OR; 
son Matthew Devers of Val-
ley View; granddaughter 
Brooke Devers Jennings and 
her husband David of San 
Antonio; and granddaugh-
ter Mikayla Hesse of Muen-
ster. He is also survived by 
his sister Victoria Newton 
and her husband Nathan; 
and brother Lee Devers and 
his wife Rebecca all of Valley 
View; mother-in-law Ethel 
Hesse of Muenster; sister-
in-law Joan Golaz and her 
husband Charles of Para-
dise; sister-in-law Tina Wal-
tersheid and her husband 
Bert of Muenster; brother-
in-law Bert Hesse and his 
wife Christy of Muenster; 
brother-in-law Mark Hesse 
and his wife Melanie of 
Muenster; and numerous 
nieces and nephews.
 He was preceded in death 

by his parents; daughter 
Barbara Devers; and brother 
Daniel Devers.
 You may sign the online 
registry at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Marcelle Lillard
Rogers

Services
 After a long and happy 
life, Marcelle Lillard Rogers, 
92, passed peacefully last 
Tuesday, August 11, at Pe-
can Tree Rehab and Health-
care Center with family at 
her side.
 A memorial service will be 
held at 10:00 AM on Friday, 
August 21, 2020, in the pa-
vilion at New Hope Cem-
etery in Mountain Springs. 
Please note that seating is 
limited. Bring a chair if you 
will be more comfortable 
seated.
 Face masks will be re-
quired and social distancing 
for viewing and services. 
 Come and go viewing is 
available Th ursday, August 
20, 2020 from 8:00 am to 
5:00 pm at Meador Funeral 
Home Chapel, 1204 E. Cal-
ifornia Street, Gainesville, 
Texas 
History
 Marcelle was born in 
Mountain Springs April 20, 
1928, to George and Julia 
Lillard. Th e family moved to 
Gainesville in the late 1930s 
so that the children (eventu-
ally nine of them) could at-
tend high school. Marcelle’s 
fi rst marriage took her to Il-
linois and then Arizona. Her 
second marriage brought 
her home to Texas, via a stop 
in Oklahoma.
 Marcelle was the last of 
the Lillard Sisters, a fi ve-
woman army of wit, in-
telligence, determination, 
independence, exceptional 
humor, talent, perseverance, 
and physical prowess. Until 
a few months ago, Marcelle 
was still going to “the dance” 
as often as she could; until 
a year ago, that was twice a 
week. 
 A natural redhead, she was 
fi ery and could dig her heels 
in deep when she thought 
necessary. She was also of-
ten the peacekeeper, play-
ing Switzerland among all 
the other fi ery members of 
the family (there were four 
amazing brothers, too). She 
was especially loving with 
never an unkind word to say 
about anyone. She could be 
the voice of reason and had 
such a consistently positive 
and upbeat approach to life, 
always encouraging others 
to do and be happy. If you 
ever met Marcelle, know 
that you were loved. Th at is 
the kind of woman that she 
was. 

(Continued on Page 8)
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Patrick J. Buchanan

Is Biden-Harris on Tom Dewey’s Path?

By Patrick J. Buchanan

Accused of being a serial 
harasser in 2019, Joe Biden 
did what comes naturally. 
He apologized for perceived 
past misbehavior, and, to ap-
pease his accusers, pledged 
to choose a woman for a 
Biden ticket.
 Reacting to the racial rage 
that erupted after the death 
of George Floyd under the 
knee of a white Minneapo-
lis cop, Biden reacted again. 
He put out word he would 
be looking closely for a 
Black woman to run with.
 Th us did Joe paint himself 
into a corner. 
 For there was no Black 
female governor of any state 
in the Union, and there was 
only one Black woman in 
the U.S. Senate -- Kamala 
Harris. 
 Th is presented a problem. 
For in the fi rst debate, Har-
ris had charged Biden with 
colluding with segregation-
ist senators in the ‘70s to 
block the busing of school 
children for racial balance.
 Harris introduced the tox-

ic charge against Biden with 
this sweet upfront conces-
sion: “I don’t believe you are 
a racist.”
 Th is Tuesday, Biden made 
a virtue out of necessity. 
 He chose Harris to run 
with him. And did so just 
one day after receiving a 
letter from 100 prominent 
Black men led by rapper 
Sean “Diddy” Combs and 
radio host Charlamagne tha 
God that read like an ulti-
matum.
 “For too long Black wom-
en have been asked to do 
everything from rally the 
troops to risk their lives for 
the Democratic Party with 
no acknowledgment, no re-
spect, no visibility, and cer-
tainly not enough support.
 “Failing to select a Black 
woman in 2020 means you 
will lose the election. ... We 
don’t want to choose be-
tween the lesser of two evils 
and we don’t want to vote 
for the devil we know versus 
the devil we don’t because 
we are tired of voting for 
devils -- period.”
 Astonishing. Here are 
prominent Black Democrats 
describing the candidates 
they have had to support in 
recent years -- Bill and Hill-
ary Clinton, Al Gore, John 
Kerry, Joe Biden -- as “dev-
ils” and the “lesser of two 
evils.”
 Last Friday, 700 “Con-
cerned Black Women Lead-
ers” delivered a similar letter 
to Biden demanding he put 
a Black woman on the tick-
et.
 Wednesday, Biden com-

plied. But after the media 
ovation for Biden’s selection 
of Harris dies down, a new 
reality will emerge.
 Before winning her Sen-
ate seat in 2016, Harris was 
a prosecutor and two-term 
attorney general of Califor-
nia who had established a 
reputation for being tough 
on petty criminals.
 Biden, as chairman of the 
Senate judiciary committee, 
also had taken pride in help-
ing craft the Violent Crime 
Control and Law Enforce-
ment Act of 1994, which 
dramatically increased incar-
cerations and disproportion-
ately aff ected Black men.
 However, Black Lives 
Matter has pulled the Dem-
ocratic Party sharply to the 
left on the issue of crime 
and cops with its battle cry 
of “defund the police!” 
 Yet, today, two months 
after Floyd’s death, mayors 
and cops in Democratic cit-
ies are still bedeviled by ri-
oters, looters, arsonists, an-
archists and a criminal class 
that settles its quarrels with 
nightly killings and week-
end shootouts.
 Th e public is getting fed 
up. People want their cops 
back, and leftist politicians 
and police are coming into 
increasing confl ict.
 Th e Black police chief of 
Seattle, Carmen Best, has 
retired rather than carry 
out the city’s decision to cut 
50% of her budget. 
 Elected offi  cials in New 
York, Los Angeles and Min-
neapolis have approved 
plans to reduce police bud-

gets. Meanwhile, shooting 
and killings are going up in 
almost every city including 
D.C. and New York, where 
more have died of gunshot 
wounds in 2020 than died 
all last year.
 Th e president has staked 
out his position, and it does 
not lack for clarity. President 
Donald Trump embraces 
the phrase “law and order,” 
denounces the “defund-the-
police” movement as pro-
moting anarchy, and off ers 
federal aid and agents to 
cities that request help. He 
calls on mayors and gover-
nor to demand the National 
Guard to deal with the cri-
sis and condemns them for 
their chronic failure to safely 
secure cities they have run 
for decades.
 Trump has been accused 
of taking us back to the Nix-
on era.
 But 1968 was the culmi-
nation of a decade of soar-
ing crime the likes of which 
the nation had not known. 
At its convention in Chi-
cago, the Democratic Party 
was ripped apart by anarchic 
violence and the police re-
sponse. In late September, 
even Hubert Humphrey was 
denouncing the “fascists” 
shouting him down at every 
appearance.
 Undeniably, Trump has 
his problems. 
 But it is not certain that 
Biden’s sheltering in his 
basement and issuing his 
milquetoast responses to 
Portland, Seattle and the 
shootings, lootings and kill-
ings in Chicago, will pre-

vail on Nov. 3 over Trump’s 
boisterous campaign call to 
crack down on criminals, go 
back to school, get back to 
work and “play ball.”
 Biden-Harris looks like a 
ticket content to sit on its 
lead and ride to victory in 
November, the way Gover-
nor Dewey did in 1948.
 Patrick J. Buchanan is the 
author of “Nixon’s White 

House Wars: Th e Battles 
Th at Made and Broke a Pres-
ident and Divided America 
Forever.” To fi nd out more 
about Patrick Buchanan and 
read features by other Cre-
ators writers and cartoonists, 
visit the Creators website at 
www.creators.com.

 COPYRIGHT 2020 
CREATORS.COM

Editor’s note – Letters 
to the Editor refl ect only 
the opinion of the author 
and not that of Th e Weekly 
News of Cooke County. 
Facts contained in Letters 
to the Editor are claims of 
the author only. Th e (...) 
denotes areas that have 
been edited.

To the Editor, 

 I congratulate Mayor 
Goldsworthy and the 
Gainesville City Com-
mission for their coura-
geous decision to remove 
the Confederate monu-
ment in Leonard Park. At 
the same time, I am dis-
mayed by the decision of 
the County Commission 
to defer any action related 
to the monument on the 
courthouse square to a 
vote by citizens of Cooke 
County. Th at’s nothing 
short of a copout. Just 
how do you think that 
will turn out?
 I am the g-g-grandson 
of Nathaniel Miles Clark, 
one of the victims of the 
brutal murder of the for-
ty-two men in October 
1862 know as the Great 
Hanging. I was asked to 
participate in the program 
at North Central Texas 
College, October Mourn-
ing, in 2014, and to speak 
later that day at the Me-
morial Park on behalf of 
the descendants of those 
murdered men.
 Although Texas found 
itself in the Confederacy, 
Cooke County had voted 
by a majority to stay in the 
Union. Th e events which 
led up to the arrest of a 
number of men, primarily 
from southeastern Cooke 
County, and the “trial” of 
at least forty-two of the 
men, was instigated by 

slaveholder James Bour-
land and his vigilante fol-
lowers. Th ey were charged 
with conspiring against 
the Confederacy and for 
“delivering the Confeder-
acy into the hands of the 
Union.” My forefather was 
acquitted initially, but was 
then, without the benefi t 
of legitimate representa-
tion or a trial, along with 
seven other men, taken to 
the hanging tree on the 
banks of Pecan Creek and 
hanged by the neck until 
dead.  
 Th is extrajudicial ex-
ecution (read: murder) 
of these forty-two men 
was a crushing ordeal for 
the widows and about 
300 orphans. Many fl ed 
Texas for good and some 
went to other areas of the 
state temporarily to try 
to recover from the mur-
der of their husbands and 
breadwinners.  Some had 
to have legal work done to 
reclaim property that was 
theirs to begin with. 
 I am eighty-three years 
old and grew up in Cooke 
County. I remember when 
there were water fountains 
and restrooms in business 
establishments for “col-
oreds” and whites; when 
Black people had to get 
their food from restau-
rants out of the back door, 
and there were no lodg-
ing accommodations for 
them.  I don’t want to live 
in a world like that. I ob-
served in my comments at 
the Memorial dedication 
that the events in 1862 
caused a pall to settle 
over Cooke County that I 
hoped could be lifted after 
all the years since the Civil 
War.
 If your idea of preserv-
ing history amounts to 
keeping these white su-
premacist statues with 
their maudlin verses to a 
lost cause, you need to re-

examine your conclusions 
and priorities. Th e monu-
ments were built with the 
express purpose of pre-
serving the adoration of a 
lifestyle based on the sub-
servience of a part of the 
human race with a diff er-
ent skin color.  Refusing to 
remove these monuments 
is an insult to the victims 
of this extrajudicial execu-
tion and to their families.  
Perpetuating this “heri-
tage” perpetuates the deal 
with the devil the institu-
tion of slavery infl icted on 
Black people and on this 
country.  I hope we can 
put behind us the linger-
ing attitudes rooted in 
hatred that considered 
the wealth of White men 
to rest on the backs of 
Black men, that to teach 
a Black child to read is a 
crime, that Blacks are the 
human chattel property of 
Whites, and that the mix-
ing of races is somehow a 
crime against nature.
 One of the fi rst steps is 
to get rid of these statues 
and fl ags that glorify the 
racist Confederacy.  To 
do otherwise is the crime 
against nature -- and 
against our fellow man.

Miles R. Clark
Crossville, TN

To the Editor, 

 Th is is to address the let-
ter received by you from 
[letter writer] and printed in 
the August 5, 2020 issue. I 
thought I was the only one 
left. It’s about time some-
one stood fi rm against the 
damages brought on by 
the use of alcohol. Th ere 
is so much to be said and 
it has become almost like 
the elephant in the room. 
We don’t want to off end, 

do we? With regard to 
your statistics, there is one 
you may not be aware of. 
Alcoholism is THE most 
dangerous addiction to at-
tempt to defeat in a per-
son. Th e process of rehab 
to cleanse a person of that 
horrible addiction can kill 
the addict. I know a lot of 
people who say they regret 
the day they ever took that 
fi rst drink but I don’t know 
anyone who never drank 
alcohol who says they wish 
they had. And yes, alcohol 
is encouraged at almost 
every local “benefi t” be-
cause as one lady said, “we 
have to get all the people 
liquored up so they’ll buy 
more at the auction.” It IS 
possible to live a long life, 
never having had a drink 
of alcohol. So many crimes 
have begun with the per-
petrator, prior to infl icting 
harm on some poor un-
suspecting mate or child, 
with the consumption of 
alcohol. Few of us are left 
who take seriously the 
damage done by alcohol. 
We can now see though, 
that the coronavirus has 
brought on a few positives. 
Th e largest bars in the State 
now have rolled back the 
consumption of alcohol 
from 51% to a whopping 
35%. Hooray! Many bars 
and distilleries have had to 
close down completely. 
 I pray Darrell and the 
rest of the family will fi nd 
peace and I trust the Dis-
trict Attorney will be suc-
cessful in bringing the 
justice deserved in this hor-
rible event and I wish you, 
[letter writer] peace in the 
aftermath of this horrible 
time. I hope comfort and 
good will does come to the 
family in many forms. 
 Meanwhile, the few of 
us who are left can contin-
ue sometimes only by ex-
ample to be teetotalers and 
convey the message you so 

eloquently laid out in your 
letter. 

Joanna Rigler 
Gainesville

To the Editor, 

 Th is letter is in response 
to the situation concern-
ing the two statues, one 
in Leonard Park and the 
one on the Court House 
Square. I do not believe 
that they are signs of rac-
ism, therefore I would rec-
ommend that we maintain 
both of them. Th e protest-
ers against these statues 
just want to cause trouble 
in our Community. I am 
an 85 year old woman, not 
a racist, and I have lots of 
African American friends 
and also Latinos. Th ose 
two statues were put in 
place long before my life-
time. 
 Th ere is another thing I 
would like to say – my late 
husband was a former pilot 
in the Army Air Force in 
World War II. His squad-
ron dropped bombs on 
Nagasaki, before another 
squadron dropped the 
Atomic bomb on Hiro-
shima. If the Japanese tried 
to destroy the World War 
II monuments in Washing-
ton D.C. there sure would 
be Hell to Pay!
 While I am at it, I would 
like to approach the subject 
“BLACK LIVES MAT-
TER.”  To me “ALL LIVES 
MATTER.” My main 
concern is the protesters, 
peaceful or not, gave an 
incentive for so many to 
loot, burn, destroy, steal, 
maim, and sometimes kill. 
Th is surely does not ben-
efi t our African Americans, 
as of now I often hear from 
the white population, “I 
have never been prejudist 

or racist, but now I’ve had 
enough.” All this madness 
is bound to cause hatred in 
the future younger genera-
tions of African Americans.
 Our Police is one of our 
greatest assets. If everyone 
obeys the law, we would 
have less problems. We all 
need to learn how to get 
along with one another, 
treat everyone equally, and 
most of all love one anoth-
er.

Laura Canaday
Gainesville

To the Editor,

 Dear Cooke County 
Commissioners, Th ank 
You for your votes on 
keeping the monument 
commemorating the war 
dead of the Civil War. You 
showed our other easily 
intimidated city of Gaines-
ville leaders how it should 
be done. Th at means the 
monument for the Cooke 
County War Dead,of all 
the services will be safe 
from left wing destruction 
for all time. Especially the 
Viet-Nam war dead from 
my generation.  I knew 
them all, except one.
 And you Mr. Brinkley, 
may want to up date your 
resume, for I think you 
may job hunting come 
next election.  Th e silent 
majority of Cooke County, 
and my little home town of 
Gainesville, when needed 
will stand up and be count-
ed!

Ed Ritcherson
United States Marine 
Corps. Veteran, 3rd ma-
rine Division, Viet-Nam 
1965-66, Semper-Fi
Gainesville
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Sentences Issued for 

Felony Indictments
COOKE COUNTY – 
Th e following sentences 
were issued for felony in-
dictments and fi led in the 
235th District Court.
 Taylor Lopez, 20, was 
convicted of the October 
3, 2019 state jail felony of-
fense of forgery of a fi nan-
cial instrument and was 
sentenced to 2 years’ pro-

bation plus restitution and 
court costs.
 Justin Bryce Mayo, 24, 
was convicted of the Janu-
ary 14, 2020 third degree 
felony off ense of possession 
of a controlled substance 
less than 4 gram and was 
sentenced to two years’ 
confi nement in a state jail 
facility plus restitution and 

court costs.
 William Omar Garcia, 
18, was convicted of the 
February 3, 2020 second 
degree felony off ense of 
assault of a public servant 
and was sentenced to 3 
years’ confi nement in a 
state jail facility and court 
costs.
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COOKE COUNTY – 
Th e following incidents 
were reported to the 
Cooke County Sheriff ’s 
Offi  ce.
 Brenda Michele Camp-
bell reported theft of ser-
vice on County Road 162.
 Martimiano Banda-
Lara reported burglary of 
a habitation in the 600 
block of Pioneer Trail.
 Possession of a con-
trolled substance less than 
1 gram was reported in the 
1400 block of North Cul-
berson Street.
 Jeff rey Allen Trammell 
reported burglary of a hab-
itation in the 100 block of 
Stone Ridge Drive. 
 Possession of marijuana 
less than 2 ounces was re-
ported in the 8700 block 
of FM 1201.
 Billy Mac Hamer re-
ported theft of services less 
than $30,000 in the 8800 
block of Highway 82.
 Possession of a con-
trolled substance less than 
1 gram was reported in the 
500 block of South I-35.
 Gregory S. Nieuwen-

huyse reported unauthor-
ized use of a vehicle in the 
700 block of Tower Road.
 
Arrest Log
 Breana Monique Lla-
mas, 21, injury to the 
elderly, aggravated as-
sault with deadly weapon, 
deadly conduct.
 Misty Dawn Wolfe, 39, 
assault family violence 

with previous conviction 
grand jury indictment.
 Mark Allen Harris, 37, 
assault causes bodily inju-
ry family violence, failure 
to appear.
 John Randall Epperson, 
54, possession of fi rearm 
by prohibited person (fed-
eral charge.)
 Jeff rey Earl Ginn, 36, 
sexual assault.

 Brianna Lynn Green, 
22, possession of marijua-
na less than 2 ounces.
 Katy Jane Kyle, 57, driv-
ing while intoxicated fail-
ure to comply with bond 
conditions.
 Curtis Lee Williams, 
25, possession of a con-
trolled substance less than 
1 gram.

Cooke County Sheriff 
Logs Incident Reports

(Continued from Page 1)

protesting, you’ve to nego-
tiate… Sometimes the pro-
tests become non-produc-
tive… I was saying that at 
some point the protests tip 
the public opinion in the 
other direction. We saw it 
happen with civil rights. 
We show Martin Luther 
King’s movement winning 
hearts and minds.. and 
then we saw Black Panthers 
and then we saw Malcom 
X and the radical disrupt-
ers and that scares people. ” 
She said she adores and re-
spects members of the PRO 
Gainesville movement 
but added “when people 
show up on most nights 
with guns, nobody wins. 
We need the protesters to 
just stand their ground… 
Th ese guys are willing to 
listen to you… Th ey are 
willing to negotiate with 
you. My recommendation 
would be to cool the pro-
tests for a while. See how 
this plays out…If we have 
an election and Gainesville 
votes to leave those statues 
there it terrifi es me…
 She also said she’s a 
“deep, deep southerner. 
My roots are very deep in 
Texas.” She said her great-
great grandfather was a 
slaveholder and she still 
has his gun from the Civil 
War. “I love that gun,” she 
said. “I love my Texas tra-
ditions.”

 She said southerners 
owned slaves “but the en-
tire nation benefi ted from 
it and so did Europe and 
so did England… I also 
deeply resent that the 
south is considered a nega-
tive backwater and I guess 
southerners get their dan-
der up when that happens. 
I’ve had it happen to me.”
 She said she presented 
a paper at a seminar in a 
northern state and a man 
from the north compli-
mented her and evinced 
surprise at her good work. 
She asked him why he was 
surprised. “He said well, 
you know Pat, it’s the ac-
cent” she said, adding “I 
could’ve punched him in 
the face. Somebody who 
talks like me is supposed 
to be ignorant? Th at just 
makes me resolved to never 
lose this accent. I love my 
Texas accent.”
 She also said she doesn’t 
need the confederate statue 
to be proud of her south-
ern heritage. Individuals 
cannot make public mon-
uments what they want 
them to be, she said.
 “Th ese protesters are re-
acting to an identity that 
statues have had since 
shortly after the civil war.”
 “I love this community,” 
Ledbetter said. “I’ve been 
here since 1972. I’ve tried 
hard to be good to it and 
to do good works for this 
county, but I don’t have to 
have a symbol of that on 
the courthouse square… 
I can’t change what that 
stands for and you can’t ei-
ther and if we leave those 
statues up, Gainesville is 

going to be regarded as a 
stronghold for white su-
premacy because that’s 
what the world sees them 
as.”
 Rod Tyler also spoke at 
the meeting.
 “I want to thank you for 
getting together for a town 
hall meeting,” he said. “I 
really think if you had 
done this in the beginning, 
this meeting would not 
have been necessary. But 
everyone has an opinion… 
I do believe that the meet-
ing to decide the monu-
ments was done in a very 
hurried fashion. It could’ve 
been done at a regular 
council meeting…. I know 
you well enough to know 
that monument has to go 
unless you believe in the 
democratic process. And I 
believe that if the people of 
Gainesville would vote, I 
would be more than happy 
to go with the majority.”
 James Hughes addressed 
participants. He said he 
moved to the city in 1989. 
He said he remembered 
times of racial segregation 
when he was not allowed 
inside a white restroom.
 “I’d go to jail,” he said. 
“But the white could go to 
the black [bathroom facili-
ty] and nothing happened.
 “Th e statue, to me, at 

68 years of age is not only 
off ensive but it’s intimidat-
ing,” he said. He said peo-
ple proclaim that “white 
lives matter..”
 “I said ‘White lives have 
always mattered. Nothing 
has changed about that,” he 
said. “We discuss this now 
because you want to keep 
the statue up but you aren’t 
concerned about how the 
black people feel or how 
the brown [people] feel. 
Th at’s important… I read 
in the paper and read on 
Facebook all these people 
called the mayor a coward 
and all this stuff … all you 
complain but none of you 
voted to put these statues 
up.”
 “What I do know is true 
there is not one black per-
son who has walked in a 
white person’s shoes and 
there is not one [white] 
person who has walked in 
a black shoe, and that’s the 
compromise we need to 
come to understand. You 
don’t know. You don’t care 
if it’s off ense to others. You 
just care about yourself 
and your own feelings… 
We need to really stop 
and look at both sides and 
that goes for everyone. You 
have to stop and look each 
other in the eye. Th at is so 
important…”

Gainesville Mayor Holds 
Discussion on Monument

COOKE COUNTY – Th e 
following cases were fi led 

and decided in the 235th 
District Court.

Cases Filed
 Bob Ortega, Crystal Bu-
channan and Scott Davis vs. 
George Lee Erwin, injury/
damages-other injury dam-
ages.
 Shelly S. Partridge vs. Ja-
son L. Partridge, divorce.
 Robert Wayne Buchanan 
vs. Rachel Ann Buchanan, 
divorce.

Cases Decided
 Th e state of Texas vs. 2004 
Pontiac Grand Prix, agreed 
judgements, civil case relat-
ed to criminal matter. 
 William Donald Wood vs. 
Jackie Diane Wood, agreed 
judgements, divorce.

235th District Court 
Cases Filed, Decided

Anonymously 
report crime in 
Gainesville at 
940.612.0000
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GAINESVILLE – Gaines-
ville Police Department 
received the following inci-
dent reports.
 Samuel P. Markovich 
reported theft of property 
in the 200 block of North 
Grand Avenue.
 Wesley D. Gentry re-
ported burglary of a motor 
vehicle/theft of a fi rearm 
in the 1600 block of Dia-
mond Circle.
 Possession of a con-
trolled substance less than 
400 grams was reported in 
the 3000 block of South 
I-35.
 Th omas C. Hyden re-
ported a hit and run inci-
dent in the 400 block of 
South Culberson.
 Jennifer N. Young re-
ported criminal mischief in 
the 900 block of Lawrence 
Street.

 Possession of marijuana 
less than 2 ounces was re-
ported in the 3700 block 
of North I-35.
 Teotalahullli A. Franco 
reported identify theft in 
the 200 block of Santa Fe 
Street.
 Flying A Pumping Ser-
vices LLC reported theft of 
property in the 4300 block 
of East Highway 82.
 Possession of a con-
trolled substance less than 
1 gram was reported in the 
500 block of North Deni-
son Street.
 Possession of a controlled 
substance less than 1 gram 
was reported in the 1100 
block of Lawrence Street. 
 Quanisha M. Windom 
reported theft of property 
in the 900 block of East 
Highway 82.
 Felon in possession of a 

fi rearm was reported in the 
2100 block of North I-35.
 Tractor Supply Com-
pany TSC reported theft 
less than $750 in the 1700 
block of North Grand Av-
enue.
 Dollar General Store 
representative reported 
theft less than $100 in the 
600 block of North Grand 
Avenue.
 Ean Holdings LLC re-
ported criminal mischief 
in the 1000 block of West 
California Street.
 Kyndra L. Taylor report-
ed burglary of a habitation 
in the 2000 block of North 
I-35.
 Nancy Aguilar, Rosa 
Rodriguez and Pricila A. 
Sauceda Aguilar reported 
burglary of a habitation in 
the 900 block of Ritchey 
Street.

Arrest Log
 Garrett M. Leavitt, 34, 
possession of a controlled 
substance less than 4 
grams.
 Holly J. Roberson, 56, 
public intoxication.
 Booker A. Washington, 
55, warrant arrest.
 Enrique Charles, 70, 
driving while intoxicated.
 Holly J. Roberson, 56, 
public intoxication.
 George S. Ball, 43, war-
rant arrest.
 Charles K. Hacker, 48, 
theft of property less than 
$750.
 Martin Garcia, 38, pub-
lic intoxication, resist ar-
rest, search or transport.
 Jesus R. Moreno Tienda, 
53, public intoxication.
 Julie M Jordan, 21, pos-
session of marijuana less 
than 2 ounces.

Gainesville Police 
Receive Reports
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Marriage License
Requests Received
COOKE COUNTY – Th e 
following applications for 
marriage were received by 
the Cooke County Clerk’s 
Offi  ce.
 William Cody Locke, 
25, Whitesboro and Kait-
lin Alicia Robbennolt, 25, 
Whitesboro.
 Joshua James Murrell, 24, 
Gainesville and Kayla Dawn 
Debord, 24, Gainesville.
 Kevin Andrew Roye, 
32, Valley View and Holly 
Shae-Renee Richardson, 
30, Valley View.
 Kenneth Edmond, 38, 
Lamarque and Shontanell 
Donta Holmes, 32, Texas 
City.
 Christian Anthony 
Nelms, 26, Kingston, 
Oklahoma and Erica Leigh 
Tiller, 29, Kingston.
 Elvis Castro, 31, Los An-

geles, California and Mer-
cedes Alicia Balderaz-Hill, 
26, Marietta, Oklahoma.
 Christopher Adam Waw, 
25, Ardmore, Oklahoma 
and Ashley Christine 
Brooks, 29, Ardmore.
 Jarrod Lance Richey, 32, 
Gainesville and Marissa 
Taylor Debord.
 Wesley Lee Beverly Jr., 

64, Gainesville and Terri 
Ann Ivey, 62, Gaines-
ville. 
 Martin Estrada Ruiz, 32, 
Oklahoma City and Irma 
Judith Avelar Valenzuela, 
34, Oklahoma City.
 Chase Aaron Hammer, 
26, Krum, and Paige Mad-
ison Hennigan, 26, Muen-
ster.

(Continued from Page 1)

“see the issue from the oth-
er side, from the other view 
point… we have that abil-
ity to come together and 
discuss it and do so, hope-
fully in a respectful way to 
all.”
 He also noted some may 
not agree with the decision 
that was to be made Mon-
day and that he “personally 
struggled with the decision 
the past eight or ten weeks 
to determine the best path 
forward” but said his sug-
gestion would be to place 
the monument issue on 
the November ballot for a 
non-binding referendum.
 Precinct 4 Commission-
er Leon Klement had a dif-
ferent take on the issue.
 “I hope everyone un-
derstands what the non-
binding resolution means,” 
he said. “So the county will 
campaign for 11 weeks, and 
then you’ll vote and then it 
comes back to us and we 
decide it because the only 
body that can aff ect prop-
erty in Cooke County is 
commissioners court. In 
any county in the state of 
Texas that’s the law…. I 
think using a non-binding 
referendum on an issue like 
this is a poor way to fi nd 
out what we need to do. I 
think we all know what we 
need to do… Why keep 
the campaign going for 
11 more weeks? We need 
to do our job. And I trust 
in these fi ve people [com-
missioners court members] 

the other four and myself, 
and I think we’re going 
to do what’s right. I think 
we’re going to do what we 
all think is right. Y’all may 
not agree with it…but the 
voice you have is within 
the fi ve people who sit up 
here… the referendum 
vote is not for ‘cultural is-
sues.’ It’s for property is-
sues.” 
 Next Precinct 1 Com-
missioner Gary Hollowell 
addressed the court.
 “Members of the court 
have received signifi cant 
input from individuals on 
both sides [of the statue is-
sue] since June,” Hollowell 
said. “I would thank each 
person who expressed their 
opinion. I’ve remained 
quiet in the media, but I’d 
off er a few comments and 
questions in response to ev-
eryone’s’ input. Personally, 
I think we live in the great-
est country in the world. 
I believe we have one of 
the greatest communities 
in Texas, but I believe no 
one benefi ts from hatred. 
I support peaceful protests 
but sadly some have been 
overshadowed by outside 
infl uence. I question some 
of the motives of the na-
tional Black Lives Matter 
organization… Is BLM ex-
clusive by nature? It seems 
to me to suggest that no 
other lives matter… Has 
the BLM movement pro-
duced any positive results 
in our community? … 
Have people of color seen 
any personal benefi t?”

 He said at the national 
level, he recognizes bad 
cops exist as do bad teach-
ers and bad clergy mem-
bers. “Let’s not forget the 
majority of people are 
good. Let’s always strive 
to foster relationships be-
tween all races.”
 Before the vote, Leon 
Klement acknowledged 
he’s had may conversations 
with individuals from his 
precinct. He said he’s not 
about conducting county 
business via email but is 
open to meet with anyone 
who wants to talk to him 
about an issue. 
 “Nothing is good 
enough anymore,” he said. 
“Sure, there’s inequality… 
Th at rock, that statue if it 
causes you to hate some-
body, that’s on you. It’s a 
historical statue on his-
torical grounds. Th at rock 
is registered in the state 
registry, a historical item 
on this property. Every-
thing on this lot is consid-
ered historical. Now you 
may not like it but it is. 
And I would hope people 
could use statues like that, 
items like that, whether it’s 
Union, Confederate what-
ever they are to teach each 
other what happened. I am 
a fi rm believer if we get rid 
of everything that everyone 
doesn’t like we will become 
George Orwell’s book. 
Historical artifacts are not 
there to make you feel good 
about things. Some people 
maybe it does. Some peo-
ple it maybe makes them 

angry. Th at’s not a bad 
thing. Th at causes discus-
sions. It causes people to 
talk...Let’s work together. ”
 He pointed out his fam-
ily came to the United 
States long after the Civil 
War. “But it’s my history 
and that’s how I look at it. 
I look at it as history.”
 Precinct 3 Commission-
er John Klement said his 
family came to the United 
States from Germany.
 “We weren’t part of this 
but this is still part of the 
history,” he said. “And I’m 
afraid what’s going to be 
next. If we take this monu-
ment down, are you going 
to be taking presidents off  
the dollar bill? Or we going 
to remove Mount Rush-
more?”
 Finally, Precinct 2 Com-
missioner Jason Snuggs 
said people know him as a 
compassionate person. 
 “I was elected to repre-
sent my constituents to 
the best of my ability,” he 
said. “I tell you, I’m sitting 
here nervous and emo-
tional about this, probably 
more than most. Th e way 
I’ve been describing it to 
everyone is you have the 
far right screaming at the 
far left with everybody else 
stuck in the middle and 
that’s the way I’m looking 
at it. It’s been absolutely in-
sane to be in our shoes, I’m 
going to say it’s been the 
last ten weeks now. I’ve had 
countless emails, watching 
countless Facebook dra-
ma… It’s real obvious what 
most of my constituents 
want to happen. It’s obvi-
ous that people want the 
statue to stay or to go out 
to a vote.”
 All members of commis-
sioners court were present 
for Monday’s meeting. 

Commissioners Vote to

Keep Confederate Statue
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Expect the Best
NTMC

Women’s Health Team

A New Legacy of Care.

Now accepting new patients. 
Call 940-612-8750.

Zaira Jorai-Khan, DO - OB/GYN
Voted BEST OB/Gyn in Cooke County, 2020

Kathy D. Ellis, MSN, CNM, APRNMolly K. Isola, MD

801 N. Grand Ave., Gainesville, Texas 76240
www.ntmconline.net
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Dr. Bhupinder (Bill) Khaira, MD
General Surgery
 
•  Appendectomy
•  Colonoscopy
•  Endoscopy
•  GI Procedures
•  Hernia repair
•  Minimally invasive laparoscopic surgery
 

1627 N. Grand Ave., Gainesville, TX 76240
(940) 668-6878  |  www.ntmconline.net 

Don’t Let a Nagging Issue
Become a Critical Condition

Call (940) 668-6878 for an appointment.

Looking for Native American Indians, Alaskan Natives 
or Native Hawaiians needing assistance finding 

employment or vocation training

ALABAMA-COUSHATTA
TRIBAL EMPLOYMENT 

 & TRAINING PROGRAM

Must be a member of a U.S. Federally recognized tribe with a 
supporting document from a U.S. Federally recognized Tribe’s 

Tribal Rolls and Records office and reside within our designated 
service area in Texas

Call 1-877-717-6101
or apply online at www.acwia.org

Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act Section 166, 
20 CFR 684.300(a) (1) An Indian, as determined by 

a policy of the INA program grantee; or (2) An Alaska 
Native; or (3) A Native Hawaiian.

(Continued from Page 3)

 Her loving and generous 
spirit led Marcelle to partici-
pate in many volunteer ac-
tivities. She was a long-time 
member of First Christian 
Church where she served as 
deacon, greeter, and member 
of Women of Faith in Ser-
vice, Women of Vision, and 
Tuesday Prayer Group. She 
was also a charter member 
of the Time Out Program at 
Stanford House. A natural 
caregiver, she started her ser-
vice there in 1993 and often 
said that she received more 
from the members than she 
gave. 
Survivors
 Marcelle is preceded in 
death by her parents; sis-
ters Irene Bryant, Delsie 
Lillard, Betty Duke, and 
Peggy Fogle; brothers J.W. 
Lillard, Archie Dean Lil-
lard, and Kenneth Lillard; 
husbands (fi rst) Joe Baker 
and Th omas Lauris Rogers; 
and son Th omas Lane Rog-
ers. She is survived by chil-
dren Virginia Ewick, David 
(Christine) Rogers, Rebekah 
Moore (nee Baker), Cyn-
thia Anderson (nee Rogers); 
grandchildren Catrina (Jeff ) 
Harig, Cynthia (Dale) Pers-
inger, Melanie  Cengeri, Mi-
chelle (Kelly) Swartzbaugh, 
Candie (Marcus) Garrett, 
Geoff rey (Christy) Moore, 
Th omas Moore, Abigail 
Anderson, and Benjamin 
Anderson; 14 great-grand-
children; and 1 great-great-
grandchild; brother Douglas 
(Doris) Lillard; and a host of 
nieces and nephews. All of 
us will miss her dearly.
Donations
 In lieu of fl owers, dona-
tions can be made to First 
Christian Church Youth 
Program or to the Stanford 
House Time Out Program.

Gregory M. Briones
 
Services
 Gregory M. Briones, age 
76, Gainesville - lost his bat-
tle with cancer August 13, 
2020. At his request, Greg 
will be cremated and his 
ashes inurned near family 
members in Southwest Mis-
souri.  A private gravesite 
memorial will be held by 
immediate family members. 
No services are planned for 
Gainesville.
History
 Greg was the former own-
er of James Boot & Shoe 
Repair, Gainesville. He was 
born May 13, 1944 in Okla-
homa City, OK - seventh 
out of ten children born to 
their mother. Greg was of 
the Catholic faith. Greg’s 
work in  boot and shoe re-
pair started in 1964. During 
his career, he managed and 
worked in shops located in 
Titusville, FL; Detroit, MI; 
Joplin, MO; San Francisco, 
CA; and Gainesville, TX.
 Motorcycles were part of 
Greg’s adult life, always a 
Harley Davidson bike! His 
last bike, a full-dress 1993 
Harley Davidson Electra-
Glide Classic, (Purchased 
at the world’s oldest Harley 
Davidson dealership- Dud-
ley Perkins, San Francisco) 
was sold (Nov 14, 1998) 
and the proceeds used to 
purchase James Boot & 
Shoe Repair in Gainesville 
(Greg became owner of the 
Gainesville business on Jan 
1999)!
Survivors
 Survivors include three 
sisters: Naomi Harding-
Callahan, Broken Arrow, 
OK; Alice (Bruce) Cram, 

Oceanside, CA; June (Larry) 
Th omazin, Walnut Grove, 
MO; two brothers: Th omas 
(Glenda) Felts, Riverton, 
KS; and Vic (Penny) Nance, 
Pea Ridge, AR. Th ere is also 
a host of nieces and neph-
ews.
 Preceding Greg in death 
were his parents , three 
brothers and one sister.
Donations
 Memorial Contributions 
can be made to: Home Hos-
pice, Cooke County. 316 S 
Chestnut Street, Gainesville, 
TX. 76240.

Catherine D. Arend

Services
 Catherine D. Arend 
passed away peacefully in 
her home Wednesday, Au-
gust 12, 2020.  Services for 
Mrs. Arend are private and 
her body will be laid to rest 
in Fairview Cemetery.
History
 She was born March 17, 
1924, in Gainesville, to 
Adolph and Anna (Reck) 
Pittner.
Survivors
 Mrs. Arend is survived by 
her daughter and son-in-law 
Patsy and Milton Krebs of 
Gainesville; daughter Al-
ice Cason of Weatherford; 
son and daughter-in-law 
Chuck and Rhonda Arend 
of Gainesville; son Robert 
“Goob” Arend of Gaines-
ville; 12 grandchildren;20 
great-grandchildren; sister 
Margurite Mages of Frisco.
 Catherine was preceded 
in death by her parents, her 
Husband John Arend, 2 sis-
ters, and 3 brothers.
 Th e family would like to 
extend a special “thank you” 
to caregivers and nurses of 
Home Hospice of Cooke 
County:  Linda, Martha, 
Darlene, Pam, and Kelly.
Donations
 In lieu of fl owers, me-
morial contributions may 
be made to Home Hospice 
of Cooke County or to St. 
Mary’s Catholic Church.
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

August Joseph
Felderhoff

Services
 August Joseph (Gus) Fel-
derhoff  passed into eternal 
life on August 11, 2020 at 
his home in Muenster.
 Mass of Christian burial 
celebrating the life of Gus 
will be held at 10:00 AM on 
Monday, August 17, 2020 
at Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church. Burial to follow at 
Sacred Heart Cemetery. Ro-
sary and Vigil will be held at 
6:00 PM on Sunday, August 
16, 2020 at Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church. 
History
 He was the fourth of six 
children of the late Marie 
Anna Dangelmayr and Hu-
bert Frank Felderhoff .  He 
was born August 3, 1926 at 
the family home in Muen-
ster, Texas.  He was a lifelong 
resident of Muenster.  He at-
tended Sacred Heart School 
and Cooke County College. 
He and his two brothers 
Norbert and Th omas had a 
farming and ranching busi-
ness in Cooke and Mon-
tague counties.
 In 1972, he married Lo-
retta Droll at Holy Trinity 
Catholic Church in Dallas.  
Th ey raised four children, 
August Henry, Julia Marie, 
Vanessa Suzanne and James 

Eric.  Gus was an avid gar-
dener and beekeeper, shar-
ing the bounty with many 
friends in the area.  He en-
joyed the outdoor life, in-
cluding hunting and fi shing 
and passed these loves on 
to his children and grand-
children.  He also enjoyed 
playing gin rummy at the 
Knights of Columbus and 
VFW halls.  Gus was lifelong 
member of Sacred Heart 
Parish, Muenster Knights 
of Columbus Council 1459 
and VFW Post 6205.
 His military service in-
cluded a tour with the US 
Navy just prior to the end of 
World War II.  He was also 
in the US Army and served 
in the Korean Confl ict. He 
served in Japan and Korea in 
the ordinance division.
Survivors
 He was preceded in death 
by his parents, sisters Louis 
Knauf of Muenster, and 
Della Rose Voth of Lind-
say and brothers Norbert 
and Th omas Sr.  of Gaines-
ville. He is survived by his 
wife, Loretta Felderhoff  of 
Muenster, brother-in-law 
Gary Droll of Gainesville; 
son and daughter-in-law-
August Henry and Britt 
Felderhoff  and grand-
daughter Olivia of Scotts-
dale, Arizona; daughter and 
son-in-law-Julia Marie and 
Steve Behr, grandson Jack 
and granddaughter Abby 
of Coppell, Texas; daughter 
and son-in-law Vanessa and 
Dennis Smith of Belding, 
Michigan, grandson Dennis 
Smith, Jr. and wife Breanna 
and great-grandchildren 
Brycen, Parker and Bailey 
Mae of Rockford, Michigan, 
granddaughter Crystal Ran-
dolph; son & daughter-in-
law James  and Ashley Fel-

derhoff  of Muenster, Texas, 
one sister Marie Spaeth of 
Gainesville, numerous cous-
ins and nieces and nephews.
Donations
 Memorials may be sent 
in lieu of fl owers to Sacred 
Heart Trust Fund and to 
Subiaco Abbey, Subiaco, Ar-
kansas.

Mary Bess Harvill

Services
 On August 11th, after 
7 years of 3-times-weekly 

dialysis, Mary Bess Harvill 
passed away at the age of 66 
at Medical City Denton of 
cardiac arrest following sur-
gery.
History
 Mary was born in Era, 
Texas and graduated high 
school there.  On June 28, 
1975 she married Louis 
Marion Harvill III. She left 
college, where she was a se-
mester away from becoming 
a teacher, shortly before the 
birth of their daughter An-
gelina in 1980, and stayed at 
home to raise her, and their 
son Louis Harvill IV, born 
in 1984, in their house in 

Gainesville.   
 Mary was always focused 
on taking care of others be-
fore herself.  She was a lov-
ing wife and managed the 
household with patience 
and kindness, even through 
severe childhood illnesses 
and always supported her 
family with gentle strength. 
Above all, she enjoyed the 
company of her family.  
 Mary was a great mother 
to more children than her 
own, helping to raise a gen-
eration of kids on Lynwood 
Street in Gainesville. With-
out ever formally becoming 

(Continued on Page 9)
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a teacher, she taught many 
children important lessons 
and helped them to grow 
into better adults. 
 Mary was a grandmother 
long before her grandson 
Quin arrived in 2018, tak-
ing great joy in spending 
time with and taking care of 
her great nieces Ryleigh and 
Reese, and her great nephew 
Cayden.  She cherished her 
grandson Quin, and showed 
her husband every photo of 
him, read to him, played 
with him, and snuggled 
with him every time he vis-
ited. 

 Our lives are all less in 
her absence, and everyone 
whose life she touched is 
better for having known 
her.  She made people smile, 
celebrated others, and made 
sure to help people fi nd 
their way when they wan-
dered. She loved with an 
amazing heart and an energy 
that were never too tired or 
depleted to help. 
Survivors
 She is survived by her 
husband of 45 years Louis 
Harvill III, their daughter 
Angelina Harvill,  Son Louis 
Harvill IV, his wife Rae, 
and their son Louis “Quin” 
Harvill V.  By her sisters 
Cheryl Gibbs and her hus-

band Ronnie, Jane Zimmer-
er and her husband Ron-
nie, brothers Jerry Smith 
and his wife Betty,  and
 Th omas “Tommy” Mun-
roe Smith JR. and his wife 
Janet.  She is preceded in 
death by her parents Essie 
and Th omas “Chuck” Mun-
roe Smith. 
Donations
 In lieu of fl owers, the fam-
ily is asking for donations to 
be sent to Th e National Kid-
ney Foundation, a volunteer 
organization whose mission 
is to improve the health 
and well-being of individu-
als and families aff ected by 
kidney and urinary tract dis-
eases.  

Obituaries

Second Chance 
Resale Store 
Needs Your Help
GAINESVILLE - Second 
Chance Resale store ben-
efi ting ABBA Women’s 
Center, a pro-life pregnan-
cy center is a wonderful 
thrift store located on 214 
N. Taylor in Gainesville.  
Second Chance Resale is 
operated by many won-
derful volunteers who are 
dedicated and committed 
to their work.   Operating 
a thrift store is no easy task.  
Th ere is so much hard work 
involved in sorting, pric-
ing and selling donations.  
Th ese volunteers give of 
their precious time to sup-
port the pro-life ministry 
and provide an outreach 
service to the community.  
However, many mornings 
when volunteers arrive to 
work, they fi nd donations 
left outside of the build-
ing (during non-business 
hours) strewn over the 
parking lot and many 
times blocking the en-
trance to the store.  While 
donations are so appreci-
ated and needed, those left 
during non-business hours 
are often times ruined or 

stolen off  the property, and 
the store is unable to ben-
efi t from them.  Recently, 
surveillance cameras were 
installed to monitor the 
parking lot and to hope-
fully help deter this issue.  
We are asking the public 
to please donate your items 
during regular business 
hours which are Monday-

Friday from 10am – 4pm.  
If you are unable to donate 
during the normal busi-
ness hours please contact 
the Director of the ABBA 
Women’s Center at 940-
668-4012 to make other 
arrangements.  Again, 
thank you so much for 
your donations, support 
and help.

The Weekly News Classi-
fi eds. 940.665.2320.

Are you in need of a com-
panion with some sophis-
ticated class and a little bit 
of sass? Well we got plenty 
of that here; we are over-
fl owing with cats that are 
hoping to fi nd the purrfect 
home. Bently is represent-
ing our lovely cats as he 
has seemed to name him-
self ruler of this kingdom. 
He loves to be up high to 

watch over all the activity going on around him. He 
will greet you at the door as you come in and just loves 
being around people. He gets along with the other cats 
and has such a fun personality. He loves to talk to you 
and enjoys being the center of attention. So, come on 
in, sit awhile and let your new best friend pick you! 
Also, join us the week of 8/17- 8/22 where all cats will 
be half-priced. That’s right you can get a cat for only 
$25! Call us to set your appointment so you can be sure 
to get the cat you want! Be sure to also join us and 
tell your friends that we will be participating in Clear 
the Shelters the week of 8/24- 8/29 where the adoption 
fee will be waived. You must make an appointment so 
be sure to get an early one so you can get the animal 
you want. We are open Monday- Saturday 11-5, closed 
Thursday and Sunday. (940)665-9800 

Animal Adoption

Remember: The Weekly 
News of Cooke County 
runs all found animal clas-
sifi ed word ads for FREE 
in an attempt to help the 
owner in locating their 
lost family pet. Just give 
us a call, 940-665-2320.

Animals 
Found

Classifi ed Ads for 
as low as $7.50 

per week.

940.665.2320

Colts Mini Storage
Units For Rent

Karl Klement Properties, Inc.
940-627-6362

For Sale

Local Insurance Agency 
for Sale. Entire Book - 
Personal lines and Com-
mercial. $500k in Pre-
miums. Serious inquiries 
only. Contact via Box A 
c/o The Weekly News, 
216 W. Pecan, Gaines-
ville, TX 76240. 
                                                                                                                                          09/02

Purple Hull & Cream 
Peas.  Shelled & Cleaned. 
$33 per Bushel. 580-276-
5644. Please leave Mes-
sage. 
                                                                                                                                          09/02

Equipment for Sale - New 
Holland and Chase New 
Farm and Construction 
Equipment. And Used 
Equipment. Financing 
available. Call Milford 
Fortenderry 940-736-
9999.
                                                                                                                                          09/02

Garage
Sales

Yard Sale – 1736 CR 211 
(Behind the Elementary 
School in Woodbine) Au-
gust 22 & 23. 7:00 am to 
1:00pm. Tools, Canoe, 
Clothes and More. 
                                                                                                                                          08/19

2002 27 Foot Gran-
ite Ridge Jayco Motor 
Home, full basement stor-
age. Asking $17,000 or 
best offer. 940-665-1327.
                                                                                                                                          09/02

GUNS FOR SALE
New Remington 700 VLS Bolt Action 
Rifl e Stainless 26” Heavy Barrel 22-
250 Remmington Brown Lam Wood 
Thumbhole Stock.

New 700 Remington VSF Bolt Action 
Rifl e Stainless 26” Heavy Fluted Bar-
rel 22-250 Remington Varmint Syn-
thetic Stock Adjustable Trigger.

New Model M77 Ruger Hawkeye Bolt 
Action Rifl e Stainless 24” Barrel 338 
Winchester Magnum Black and Tan 
Lam Wood Stock.

Used Winchester Model 1400 12 GA. 
28” Barrel Mod Choke Very Nice.

903-647-2451
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The Weekly 
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We are your 
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Legal Notices

Use The Weekly News for all of your legal notice needs. 
We service the largest number of clients of ANY paper 
in the Cooke County Area. Our legal notices are a low, 
fl at rate price to help you fulfi l your legal obligations. 
Give us a call to fi nd out more, 940-665-2320 or visit us 
online day or night at www.TheWeeklyNewsCC.com.

CNA’s Needed for
2p-10p & 10p-6a Shifts, 

Double Weekends & PRNble Weekends & 

1900 E California St | Gainesville TX 76240
469-240-1065

The Housing Authority of the City of Gainesville 
is currently seeking applications for the position 

of Full-Time Maintenance Worker. Applicants 
must be qualifi ed to perform maintenance duties 

as assigned by the Director of Maintenance and be 
able to regularly lift and or move up to 80 pounds.  
Applicants must be able to pass a criminal back-

ground check, have a valid Class C driver’s license 
and pass a drug test.  Interested persons should sub-
mit an application to the Housing Authority offi ce 
located at 715 E. California St., Gainesville, Texas.  

Equal Opportunity Employer.

Painter/Carpenter Needed
Experience to workout side, seasonal work, job 
requires working with heights and power 

tools. Must have references, pass drug test 
and background check. Monday through 

Friday, 8 am to 5pm. No paid holidays. Can 
apply at 715 E. California, Gainesville, TX 

76240 /Gainesville Housing Authority
(940) 665-1747

Help Wanted
Catfi sh Louie’s is now 
hiring Waitstaff, Host/
Cashier, Cooks and Dish-
washers/Busers. Apply in 
person to 1825 E. Hwy 82, 
Gainesville, TX 76240.
                                                                                                                                           06/24

The Weekly News is look-
ing for self motivated 
people to be part of the 
best newspaper in Cooke 
County! Advertising  
Customer Service Rep-
resentative. Drop off Re-
sume to: 216 West Pecan, 
Gainesville, TX, or call 
940-665-2320 to set up 
appointment.
                                                                    04/08

Now Hiring Equipment 
Operator with CDL and/
or CDL Driver for Local 
Construction Company. 
Competitive Pay. Good 
Hours. 940-736-4763 or 
email ghbackhoe@ntin.
net.
                                                                                                                                           07/15

No. PR 17806
IN THE ESTATE OF C. DONALD CAVE,

DECEASED
IN COUNTY COURT AT LAW OF COOKE 

COUNTY, TEXAS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

 Notice is hereby given that original Letters Tes-
tamentary for the Estate of C. DONALD CAVE, De-
ceased, were issued on July 20, 2020, in Cause No. 
PR17806, in the County Court at Law of Cooke Coun-
ty, Texas, to: SYLVIA ANN CAVE. 
 All persons having claims against this Estate which 
is currently being administered are required to pres-
ent them to the undersigned within the time and in the 
manner prescribed by law.
 
 c/o: LISA C. BENNETT
   Attorney at Law
  Adams, Bennett, Duncan & Henley
  100 East Broadway
  Gainesville, Texas 76240

 DATED the 6th day of August, 2020. 

   ADAMS, BENNETT, DUNCAN & HENLEY
   By: LISA C. BENNETT
   Attorney for Independent Executrix
   State Bar No.: 00787070
   100 East Broadway
   Gainesville, Texas 76240
   Telephone: (940) 668-2600
   Facsimile: (940) 668-6880
   Email: lisa.bennett@abdhlaw.com
                                                                                                                                                       08/19

STATE OF TEXAS          COUNTY COURT AT LAW
COUNTY OF COOKE 

IN THE ESTATE OF GEORGE SCOTT ROBERTS 
PR17774 

CITATION BY PUBLICATION 

To all persons interested in the Estate of GEORGE 
SCOTT ROBERTS: 

 On 08/04/2020, CAROL MICHETTI fi led a AP-
PLICATION TO DETERMINE HEIRSHIP in 
Cause No. PR 17774 in the County Court at Law of 
Cooke County, Texas. 

 Said APPLICATION TO DETERMINE HEIR-
SHIP may be heard and acted upon by said court after 
10 o’clock a.m. on the fi rst Monday next after the ex-
piration on ten days from the date of publication if this 
citation. 
 All persons interested in said estate are hearby cited 
to appear before said court by fi ling a written answer 
contesting said should they desire to do so. 
 Given under my hand and seal of offi ce in Cooke 
County, Texas, this 5th day of August, 2020. 

    Pam Harrison, County Clerk
    Cooke County Court at Law
    Cooke County Courthouse
    101 S. Dixon St. Rm 109
    Gainesville, TX 76240 
                                                                                                                                                       08/19

No. PR 17765
IN THE ESTATE OF CLARENCE JOSEPH 

HESS, DECEASED
IN COUNTY COURT AT LAW OF COOKE 

COUNTY, TEXAS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

 Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testa-
mentary for the Estate of CLARENCE JOSEPH HESS, 
Deceased, were issued on July 13, 2020, in Cause No. 
PR17765, in the County Court at Law of Cooke Coun-
ty, Texas, to: CHAD HESS & BROOKE HESS. 
 All persons having claims against this Estate which 
is currently being administered are required to pres-
ent them to the undersigned within the time and in the 
manner prescribed by law.
 
 c/o: JONATHAN W. HENLEY
   Attorney at Law
  Adams, Bennett, Duncan & Henley
  100 East Broadway
  Gainesville, Texas 76240

 DATED the 5th day of August, 2020. 

   ADAMS, BENNETT, DUNCAN & HENLEY
   By: JONATHAN W. HENLEY
   Attorney for Independent Co-Administrators
   State Bar No.: 24057896
   100 East Broadway
   Gainesville, Texas 76240
   Telephone: (940) 668-2600
   Facsimile: (940) 668-6880
   Email: jon.henley@abdhlaw.com
                                                                                                                                                       08/19

No. PR 17822
IN THE ESTATE OF DONALD WILLIAM

BRANHAM, DECEASED
IN COUNTY COURT AT LAW OF COOKE 

COUNTY, TEXAS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

 Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testa-
mentary for the Estate of DONALD WILLIAM BRA-
NHAM, Deceased, were issued on July 27, 2020, in 
Cause No. PR17822, in the County Court at Law of 
Cooke County, Texas, to: REBECCA PELTIER BRA-
NHAM. 
 All persons having claims against this Estate which 
is currently being administered are required to pres-
ent them to the undersigned within the time and in the 
manner prescribed by law.
 
 c/o: JONATHAN W. HENLEY
   Attorney at Law
  Adams, Bennett, Duncan & Henley
  100 East Broadway
  Gainesville, Texas 76240

 DATED the 5th day of August, 2020. 

   ADAMS, BENNETT, DUNCAN & HENLEY
   By: JONATHAN W. HENLEY
   Attorney for Independent Executor
   State Bar No.: 24057896
   100 East Broadway
   Gainesville, Texas 76240
   Telephone: (940) 668-2600
   Facsimile: (940) 668-6880
   Email: jon.henley@abdhlaw.com
                                                                                                                                                       08/19

CHILD FIND NOTICE
To all Cooke County Parents

 Purpose:  The purpose of this Child Find notice is 
to identify, locate, and evaluate children from birth to 
21 years of age with known or suspected disabilities 
who reside in and/or attend school within Gainesville 
ISD boundaries.  This includes all homeschool and pri-
vate school students.  Child fi nd is a free referral ser-
vice designed to determine whether a need for special 
education and related services exists.  Children learn at 
different rates, but some children have signifi cant dif-
fi culty in one or more areas of development.  If you 
are concerned your child may be learning different 
from others and your child lives within Gainesville 
ISD attendance zone, please contact Brittenie Polk at 
(940)612-0730. 
 If your child resides within the attendance zones of 
these Cooke County Districts of Era, Callisburg, Lind-
say, Muenster, Sivells Bend, Walnut Bend or Valley 
View, please contact Vikki Reasor at (940) 665-0773.
 Parent involvement and agreement is obtained prior 
to any assessment.  Information is confi dential and the 
privacy of the child and parent is protected. 

AVISO DE ENCUENTRO DE HIJOs
To todos los padres del condado de Cooke

 Propósito: El propósito de este aviso de Child 
Find es identifi car, localizar y evaluar a los niños de 
nacimiento hasta los 21 años de edad con discapa-
cidades conocidas o sospechosas que residen en y/o 
asisten a la escuela dentro de los límites de Gainesville 
ISD. Esto incluye a todos los estudiantes de escuela en 
casa y de escuelas privadas. Child Find es un servicio 
gratuito que es diseñado para determinar si existe una 
necesidad de educación especial y servicios relaciona-
dos. Los niños aprenden a diferentes ritmos, pero al-
gunos niños tienen difi cultades signifi cativas en una 
o más áreas de desarrollo. Si le preocupa que su hijo 
pueda estar aprendiendo diferente de otros y su hijo 
vive dentro de la zona de asistencia a Gainesville ISD, 
comuníquese con Brittenie Polk al (940)612-0730.
 Si su hijo reside dentro de la zona de asistencia de 
los siguientes distritos del Cooke. Distrito Era, Callis-
burg, Lindsay, Muenster, Sivells Bend, Walnut Bend o 
Valley View, comuníquese con Vikki Reasor al (940) 
665-0773.
 La participación y el acuerdo de los padres se ob-
tienen antes de cualquier evaluación. La información 
es confi dencial y la privacidad del niño y el padre está 
protegida.
                                                                                                                                                       08/19

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

 Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testa-
mentary for the Estate of Martha Katharine Hughes, 
Deceased, were issued on May 13, 2020 in Cause 
No. PR17795, pending in the County Court at Law of 
Cooke County, Texas, to: JIM COX.
 All persons having claims against this Estate which 
is currently being administered are required to pres-
ent them to the undersigned within the time and in the 
manner prescribed by law.

 c/o:  Derrell L. Comer
  Attorney at Law
  P.O. Box 973
  109 E. California Street
  Gainesville, Texas 76241

DATED the August 14, 2020.

    Derrell L. Comer
    Attorney for JIM COX
    State Bar No.: 24036386
    P.O. Box 973
    109 E. California Street
    Gainesville, Texas 76241
    Telephone: (940) 665-4111
    Facsimile: (940) 665-4114
                                                                                                                                                       08/19

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

 Notice is hereby given that original Letters Tes-
tamentary for the Estate of Kimberly Renee Barber, 
Deceased, were issued on May 12, 2020 in Cause 
No. PR17800, pending in the County Court at Law 
of Cooke County, Texas, to: AMBER NICOLE BAR-
BER-TAYLOR and RENEE LAJAN CHEANEY.
 All persons having claims against this Estate which 
is currently being administered are required to pres-
ent them to the undersigned within the time and in the 
manner prescribed by law.

 c/o:  Derrell L. Comer
  Attorney at Law
  P.O. Box 973
  109 E. California Street
  Gainesville, Texas 76241

DATED the August 5, 2020.

          Derrell L. Comer
          Attorney for AMBER NICOLE
          BARBER-TAYLOR and RENEE
          LAJAN CHEANEY
          State Bar No.: 24036386
          P.O. Box 973
          109 E. California Street
          Gainesville, Texas 76241
          Telephone: (940) 665-4111
          Facsimile: (940) 665-4114
                                                                                                                                                       08/19

PUBLIC NOTICE

In accordance with Occupations Code Title 14 - Regu-
lation of Motor Vehicles and Transportation, Section 
2302.152, the following vehicle is stored at Bob Lem-
ons Towing Vehicle Storage Facility, located at 421 N 
Interstate 35 Gainesville, Texas (940) 284-6050Vehicle 
Storage Facility #0000322VSF

MAKE: 1964 CHEVROLET
Identifying Info: VIN#41447R166712
Charges (as of publication date) $1,140.20

MAKE: 1963 CHEVROLET
Identifying Info: VIN#31867S263458
Charges (as of publication date) $1,140.20
                                                                                                                                                        08/19

The Weekly News offers classifi ed ads to the entire 
county for as low as $7.50/week. Give us a call 
940.665.2320.
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Classifi edsClassifi ed deadline is 5 p.m. Friday. Payment is required at the time the 
order is placed. Cash, check or MasterCard/Visa/Discover is accepted.

Call 940.665.2320 or e-mail Sales.Team@TheWeeklyNewsCC.com. Classifi eds

Classifi ed Ads for 
as low as $7.50 per 

week.

940.665.2320

The Weekly News Classi-
fi eds. 940.665.2320.

The Weekly News offers classifi ed ads for as low as 
$7.50 per week. Just give us a call at 940.665.2320.

The Weekly News
Covering the Entire County

Shadowood Apartments
1-2-3 Bedrooms      940-665-2886

Apartments For Rent

JerRatt Technologies
Serving Gainesville Since 1993

SMALL BUSINESS SPECIALISTS
Corporate IT Services

Servers - Networking - Remote Help Desk 
New Location & Relocation Experts

All Services Fully Insured
Local:  940-580-2245

www.JerRatt.com

Adams Handy Hands
    940-372-0600

Professional Handyman 
& Remodeling Services
                  Guaranteed Work

                 References
                

Real Estate

Complete IT Services for all
your Home & Business needs!
 • Desktop / Laptop Repair
 • Network Support
 • Virus Removal
 • PC Sales

(940) 665-3347
406 E. California St. Gainesville

Kammerdiener Enterprises, LLC 
Metal Bldg • Storage Building • Welding

Patios • Pre-Fab Metal Buildings
Concrete Slabs • Dirt Work • Backhoe Service

Over 30 years experience
Bryan Kammerdiener

940-736-1732

Law Enforcement & 
Military Discounts

Services

WAYNE’S
HOME REPAIR

806-778-8516
Formica Countertops

Aluminum Patio Covers
Handyman Services

Free Estimates
References

Gainesville Resident

Lawn Care • Landscaping • Irrigation
Insect and Weed Control

Drainage Systems • Fertilization
SOD Installations

Kevin Bruce  940-665-3004

IT-5078
LI-21040

Jeff Sernabrucespropertyservices.com

940.665.1545

• Sod Prep & Install
• Tree Installation
• Retaining Walls

• Landscape Design & Construction
• Drainage, Including French Drain
• Dirt Work: Grading & Leveling

3500 sq. ft. + - of of  ce space close to down-
town Gainesville, directly off California. This 
space includes private entrance with lobby 
with ADA public restrooms, separate recep-
tion area, 11 private of  ces, IT area, kitchen/
breakroom, conference room and ADA private 
restroom.  For information and appointment 
contact Jerry Henderson at 940-665-1747.

Professional Of  ce Space

Tatum Well Service
Complete Water Well Service 

& Submersible Pumps
940-668-8840 /
940-284-5162

Assoc. w/ Texoma Drilling
LIC 4743A1

Pearson Pools
1928 N. Grand Ave. • Gainesville, TX

940.612.1898

Come in and Check out our
New Above Ground

Pool Display

Jack of all Trades
Home Repair

Painting • Carpentry
Odd Jobs • Handyman

940-372-1388

LOFT FOR RENT
Updated large downtown loft apart-
ment.  1 bed 1 ba  2,400 sf on the 
square. Very spacious with lots of 
storage.  Washer, dryer, frig, dish-
washer, microwave included.  No 
pets. $1,200 a month.  Contact Merit 
Advisors 940.665.6452

Cooke County Quality 
Home Improvments

Now Offering Complete
Plumbing Services.

Call Today!
940-668-0678

Lic#39398

Land
For Sale
LAND FOR SALE

+/-23 A at 1182 CR 350 
Muenster

Asking $6500/Acre
no mineral rights  

Call or text Kelly Bob 
Bayer w/ RE/MAX First 
Realty 940-727-8307.
                                                                                                                                           09/06

House
For Rent

Offi ce
For Rent

Lemons Tree Service
• Trimming
• Removing
• Stump Grinding
• Free Estimates
940.665.9994 / 940.736.9939

Offi ce Space 
for lease at 
Lake Kiowa, 
$500/month 

water, sewer, 
trash, internet 

included.
940-736-1966. 

For Leasing Info
Please Call:

Karl Klement
Properties Inc.
940-627-6362

FOR
RENT

1804 Buck
Shady Glen Apts.

Shadowood
Townhomes

We Honor
All Pre-Arranged

Funeral Plans
Regardless of When 
and Where it Was

Purchased. 
George J. Carroll 

and Son 
602 S. Lindsay
 940-665-3455

Gainesville Housing Authority has 3 dif-
ferent locations with available rentals. 
The Turner Apartments and Pecan Creek 
Village are for persons at least 62 years 
of age., Washington Court/ Walnut Lane 
are 2-bedrooms duplexes and 3-bedroom 
homes for rent. Rent and security deposit 
are based on your income. Stop by 715 
E. California to pickup application or go 
online at www.gainesvilletxhous-
ingauthority.com, for more infor-
mation please call 940-665-1747 

FOR RENT: 

Lawn Mowing
Services

Call Greg
940-902-3894

A-Z Services.
We do the chores you 

don’t want to do. Local 
and family owned.
940-443-3800

Handy Man Service
Electrician, Tree Service, 

Lawn Maintenance, House 
Repairs, Decks. 

We can do it all and cheaper!
940-902-1396

RV Park
Singletree RV Park. 940-
255-6884. Monthly Rate 
$350 plus electric. 2222 
County Road 147. (RV 
Rental / Storage Avail-
able).
                                                                                                                                           02/26

216 W. Pecan St.
Gainesville, TX 76240
Grice@KingGroup.us 

Fax 940.665.2162
940.612.1300

King
 INSURANCE GROUP

King Insurance is 
Now offering

• Auto
• Homeowners
• Renters

• RV
• Motorcycle
• ATV / Golf Cart

Old Country Tree Service
Senior citizen discounts.

Free estimates.
We’re insured.

Call Now and Get 10 % OFF
940-443-4577
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A Time to Speak
We wish to extend our sincere gratitude to Cooke County 

Leaders and all those who serve our community with honor, 
integrity and commitment to serving the public.

The County Commissioners displayed 
exceptional courage by voting to  keep the 

Courthouse Monument.

And …
to the great Citizens of Cooke County 

who made their voices heard!

A Statement from 
Cooke County Activists for Truth in Society

Mission: To Develop the Future While Preserving History

Political Ad Paid for by Bob Smith (940) 727-8590, Vince Rippy (940) 727-8295, 
Ed Burrows (940) 736-1418, Rod Tyler (940) 736-4010 and Many Others.

Cooke County 
Commissioners 

Court

Cooke County 
Sheriff’s 

Department

Texas Department 
Public Safety 

Highway Patrol

Gainesville 
Police 

Department

We would like to say thank you to the County Commissioners 
Court for having the courage to listen to the people.

Gainesville Fire 
and Rescue  
Department

Cooke County 
Emergency 

Management


